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Washington’s 
Christmas Night 
Amphibious Gamble
AND HOW A REGIMENT OF YANKEE SAILORS-
TURNED-SOLDIERS PULLED IT OFF

BY JOHN  M .  DOY LE
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Sailors, Smugglers, Fishermen

The Hannah was one of the three schooners built by General George Washington for the purpose of intercepting 
ships with British supplies headed for Boston. 
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Christmas Night, 1776

in the boats and whipped up a current that turned ice 

was three hours behind schedule when the last troops 

Col. John Glover, commander of the 14th Massachusetts Regiment. 
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